
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAII

EIGHTH PROCLAMATION RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

By the authority vested in me as Govemor by the Constitution and laws of the
State of HawaiI, in order to provide relief for damages, losses, and suffering, and to
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the people, I, Josh Green, M.D., Governor of
the State of HawaiI, hereby determine, designate, and proclaim as follows:

WHEREAS, homelessness is a humanitarian crisis that threatens the health,
safety, security, and wellbeing of our community; and

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2023, a Prodamation was issued relating to
homelessness that dedared an emergency created by homelessness for the people of
Hawaii (“Pwdamafion”) and

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2023, a second Proclamation was issued relating to
homelessness that darified the terms of the Prodamation; and

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2023, a third Proclamation was issued relating to
homelessness that darified the terms of the Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, on May 19, 2023, a fourth Proclamation was issued relating to
homelessness that darified the terms of the Prodamation and that induded Rules
Relating to the Construction of Homeless Dwelling Units; and

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2023, a fifth Prodamation was issued related to
homelessness that darifled the terms of the Prodamation and that induded Rules
Relating to the Construction of Homeless Dwelling Units;

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2023, a sixth Proclamation was issued related to
homelessness that darified the terms of the Prodamation and that induded Rules
Relating to the Construction of Homeless Dwelling Units;

WHEREAS, on November 9, 2023, a seventh Proclamation was issued related to
homelessness that clarified the terms of the Proclamation and that induded Rules
Relating to the Construction of Homeless Dwelling Units (Emergency Rules”); and

WHEREAS, based on the seventh Proclamation and the Emergency Rules, the
•, effort to issue development agreements that allow for the construction of homeless

dwelling units is underway; and

WHEREAS, more time is needed to continue the construction of homeless
dwelling units and to relocate homeless individuals and families to completed dwelling
units; and

WHEREAS, the creation & more permanent affordable housing, permanent
supportive housing, transitional housing, and shelter space is necessary to protect the
health, safety, and welfare, not only for individuals experiendng homelessness, but for



all residents of the State, but it must be done in a way that is respectful to our
environment, our history, and our iwi kupuna.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Josh Green, M.D., Governor of the State of Hawaii,
hereby determine and proclaim that an emergency contemplated by section 127A-14,
Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), is continuing in the State of Hawaii, and in order to
promote and protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the people of the State of
Hawai’i, and to prepare for and maintain the flexibility to take proactive, preventative,
and mitigative measures to minimize the adverse impact that the present emergency
may cause on the State, and to work cooperatively and in conjunction with federal and
county agencies, do hereby invoke the following measures under the Hawaii Revised
Statutes:

I. Suspension of Laws

Section 127A-13(a)(3), HRS, Additional Powers in an Emergency Period, to
the extent necessary to expedite the acquisition, construction, repair, renovation, and
occupancy of housing that is designed exclusively for permanent, temporary, or
transitional occupancy by persons experiencing homelessness or at risk of being
homeless, and the provision of services to those persons, I hereby suspend the
following statutes and regulations:

Section 127A-30, HRS, Rental or Sale of Essential Commodities During a
State of Emergency; Prohibition Against Price Increases, to prevent the automatic
statewide, 96-hour operation of this section, which is unnecessary for this emergency.
The invocations and suspensions of section 127A-30, HRS, contained in my January 5,
2024 Ninth Proclamation Relating to Wildfires are not affected by this Proclamation.

Chapter 6E, HRS, Historic Preservation to the extent necessary to expedite the
provision of housing for homeless persons, subject to the attached Governor’s
emergency rules.

Section 37-41 , HRS, Appropriations to Revert to State Treasury; Exceptions.

Section 37-74(d), HRS, Program Execution, except for sections 37-74(d)(2) and
37-74(d)(3), and any such transfers or changes considered to be authorized transfers or
changes for purposes of section 34-74(d)(1 ) for legislative reporting requirements.

Section 40-66, HRS, Appropriations Lapse When.

Chapter 46, HRS, General Provisions, to the extent prescribed by the counties
in order to meet the minimum requirements for health and safety and floodplain
management.

Chapter 76, HRS, Civil Service Law.

Chapter 89, HRS, Collective Bargaining in Public Employment.

Chapter 89C, HRS, Public Officers and Employees Excluded from Collective
Bargaining.

Section 102-2, HRS, Contracts for Concessions; Bid Required, Exception.
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Section 103-2, HRS, General Fund.

Section 103-53, HRS, Contracts with the State or Counties; Tax Clearances,
Assignments

Section 103-55, HRS, Wages, Hours, and Working Conditions of Employees
of Contractors Performing Services.

Section 103-55.5, HRS, Wages and Hours of Employees on Public Works
Construction Contracts.

Section 103-55.6, HRS, Public Works Construction; Apprenticeship
Agreement.

Chapter 103D, HRS, Hawaii Public Procurement Code.

Chapter 103F, HRS, Purchases of Health and Human Services.

Chapter 104, HRS, Wages and Hours of Employees on Public Works.

Sections 1 05-1 to 105-1 0, HRS, Government Motor Vehicles.

Chapter 171, HRS, Public Lands.

Section 183C, HRS, Conservation District.

Chapter 205, HRS, Land Use Commission except as it applies to conservation
district lands and important agricultural lands.

Chapter 205A, HRS, Coastal Zone Management.

Chapter 206E, HRS, Hawaii Community Development Authority.

Chapter 237, HRS, General Excise Tax Law, to the extent that the suspension
shall only apply to qualified persons or firms involved with a newly constructed, or a
moderately or substantially rehabilitated, project that is developed under this
Proclamation for the provision of housing for homeless persons, subject to the attached
Governor’s emergency rules. The suspension shall apply to the planning, design,
financing, construction, sale, or lease in the State of a project that has been certified
under the attached Governor’s emergency rules. “Moderate rehabilitation” and
“substantial rehabilitation” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 201 H-
36(d), HRS.

Sections 302A-1601 through 302A-1 608, HRS, School Impact Fees.

Chapter 343, HRS, Environmental Impact Statements to the extent necessary
to expedite the provision of housing for homeless persons, subject to the attached
Governor’s emergency rules.

Chapter 346, HRS, Social Services.

Section 464-4, HRS, Public Works.
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commenced during the emergency relief period shall remain covered by the terms of
this Proclamation through completion of construction.

I FURTHER DECLARE that this Proclamation or subsequent emergency rules is
not intended to create, and does not create, any rights or benefits, whether substantive
or procedural, or enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of Hawaii, the
counties of this State, or any State or County agencies, departments, entities, officers,
employees, or any other person.

Done at the State Capitol, this 8th day of
January, 2024.

L

Josh Green, M.D.
Governor of Hawaii

APPROVED:

At-t&E Lope-z

Anne E. Lopez
Attorney General, State of Hawai’ i
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Rules Relatlna to
ConstructIon of Homeless Dwelllna UnIts

§1 Purpose and Authority
§2 DefinitIons
§3 Applicability of Prodamation and Rules
§4 Project Eligibility
§5 Project Agreements

§1 Pumose and Authority.

These rules are intended to expedite and apply only to construction of
temporary or permanent housing for people experiencing homelessness or who
are at risk of homelessness. Quickly creatIng such spaces is key to reducing
unsheltered homelessness.

Projects that propose to house or serve low-income people lMng in public
housing or people experiencing homelessness or who are at risk of
homelessness are eligible for coverage under the Eighth Proclamation Relating
to Homelessness issued on January 8, 2024 Prodamafion”) and these rules.

These rules are adopted pursuant to sections 1 2741 1 , I 2, 1 3, and 25,
Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”), to respond to the homelessness emergency
dedared by the Govemor and have the force and effect of law.

§2 Definitions.

UAt risk of homelessness” is defined as:

(a) An indMdual who is exiting an institutional facility where he or she
resided and who resided in an Emergency Shelter or place not meant
for human habitation immediately before entering that institution,
provided that no subsequent residence has been identifIed; and the
indMdual or family lacks the resources or support networks, e.g.,
family, friends, faith-based, or other social networks, needed to obtain
other Permanent Housing.

(b) An indMdual or family who will imminently lose their primary nighttime
residence, provided that: (I) The primary nighttime residence will be
lost within 14 days of the date of application for Homeless assistance;
(ii) No subsequent residence has been identified; and (iii) The
individual or family lacks the resources or support networks, e.g.,
family, Mends, faith-based, or other social networks, needed to obtain
other Permanent Housing; or
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(4) Extended care facility;
(5) Mental institution;
(6) Rehabilitation center;
(7) Health maintenance organization;
(8) Psychiatric center;
(9) Intellectual disability center;

(1O)Penal institution; or
(1 1 )Any other organization whose primary purpose is to provide a

physical environment for patients to obtain health care services or
at-home care services, except those places where physicians,
dentists, veterinarians, osteopaths, podiatrists, or other prescribers
who are duly licensed, engage in private practice. HRS § 328C-1.

“Permanent housing” means community-based housing without a
designated length of stay. Examples of permanent housing include, but are not
limited to, a house or apartment with a month-to-month or annual lease term or
home ownership.

“Transitional shelter” means a homeless facility designed to provide
temporary shelter and appropriate and available services for a maximum of
twenty-four months to homeless families or individuals qualified by the pertinent
provider agency or department to stay in the transitional shelter. § 346-361,
HRS.

§ 3 Applicability of Proclamation and Rules

These rules shall apply only to those construction projects of temporary or
permanent housing for people experiencing homelessness or who are at-risk of
homelessness which are certified by the Governor’s Coordinator on
Homelessness (“Coordinator”) as having met the requirements for eligibility set
forth in these rules (“Certified Projects”).

Certified Projects do not require further state approvals to proceed with
the project. Certified Projects will not be subject to the state regulations
suspended under the Proclamation.

Certified Projects are still required to seek applicable county approval in
the appropriate county where the project is located. The counties may adopt an
expedited approval process to support the provision of housing for homeless
individuals and families while still ensuring that improvements constructed
pursuant to the Proclamation meet life safety standards as defined by the
counties.

The Coordinator may also approve the application of the suspension of
laws set forth in the Proclamation for projects proposed by state agencies where
the use of the suspended laws shall be for operational functions of the agency or
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