
O F F I C E O F T H E G O V E R N O R
S TAT E O F H AWA I ' I

P R O C L A M A T I O N R E L A T I N G T O
THE MAY 22, 2026, KONA EARTHQUAKE

By the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Hawaii,
I, Josh Green, M.D., Governor of the State of Hawaii, hereby determine, designate and

proclaim as follows:

WHEREAS, at approximately 9:46 p.m. on May 22, 2026, amagnitude-6.0

earthquake struck the Kona region in the County of Hawaii;

WHEREAS, the earthquake and associated aftershocks caused extensive

damage to homes, potable and non-potable water systems, government facilities, and

other property throughout the districts of Ka‘u, North Kona, and South Kona;

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2026, Mayor C. Kimo Alameda declared alocal state of

emergency in the County of Hawaii;

WHEREAS, additional damage reports and assessments indicate that State

support is also required to respond to and recover from the earthquake;

WHEREAS, it is critical that the State be prepared to rapidly deploy personnel
and resources such as the National Guard to assist the County and people in response
to and recovery from the earthquake; and

WHEREAS, it is also critical that the Major Disaster Fund be readily available to
fund response and recovery operations, including damage assessments;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSH GREEN, M.D., Governor of the State of Hawaii,

hereby determine that an emergency or disaster contemplated by section 127A-14,
HRS, has occurred and is occurring in the County of Hawaii, and to allow maximum
flexibility in the use of State resources to respond to and recover from the earthquake,
authorize and invoke the following emergency provisions, if not already in effect upon
this declaration of an emergency:

I n v o c a t i o n o f L a w s

Section 121-30, HRS. Iauthorize and direct the Adjutant General to activate
such units of the Hawaii National Guard as necessary to assist civilian authorities in
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emergency response and recovery and in averting any imminent public danger and
threat and to ensure compliance with the civil laws of the State of Hawai‘i.

Subsection 127A-12(b)(16), HRS. Idirect all state agencies and officers to
cooperate and extend their services, materials, and facilities as may be required to
assist in emergency response and recovery efforts.

Section 127A-16, HRS. Iactivate the Major Disaster Fund.

I I . Suspens ion o f Laws

Isuspend the following specific provisions of law under subsections 127A-

12(b)(8) and 127A-13(a)(3), HRS, to the extent that the law impedes or tends to impede

or is detrimental to the expeditious and efficient execution of, or conflicts with,

emergency functions, including laws which by this chapter specifically are made

applicable to emergency personnel:

Section 127A-30, HRS, rental or sale of essential commodities during astate

of emergency; prohibition against price increases, because the automatic

application of this provision is not needed for this emergency. The invocations and

suspensions of section 127A-30, HRS, contained in any other emergency proclamations

are not affected by this Proclamation.

Chapter 103D, HRS, Hawaii public procurement code, to the extent that

compliance results in any additional delays involved in meeting procurement

requirements for selecting contractors in atimely manner to respond to and recover

from the emergency.

Chapter 103F, HRS, purchases of health and human services, to the extent

that compliance results in any additional delays involved in meeting procurement

requirements for selecting contractors in atimely manner to respond to and recover

from the emergency.

I I I . S e v e r a b i l i t y

If any provision of this Proclamation is rendered or declared illegal for any
reason, or shall be invalid or unenforceable, such provision shall be modified or deleted,

and the remainder of this Proclamation and the application of such provision to other
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persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby but shall be enforced to the
greatest extent permitted by applicable law.

E n f o r c e m e n t

No provision of this Proclamation, or any rule or regulation hereunder, shall be

construed as authorizing any private right of action to enforce any requirement of this

Proclamation, or of any rule or regulation. Unless the Governor, Director of Emergency

Management, or their designee issues an express order to anon-judicial public officer,
no provision of this Proclamation, or any rule or regulation hereunder, shall be

construed as imposing any ministerial duty upon any non-judicial public officer and shall

not bind the officer to any specific course of action or planning in response to the

emergency or interfere with the officer’s authority to utilize his or her discretion.

IFURTHER DECLARE that the disaster emergency relief period shall

commence immediately and continue through Monday, August 4, 2026, unless

terminated or superseded by separate proclamation, whichever shall occur first.

Following the termination of adisaster emergency relief period, any contracts,

agreements, procurements, programs, or employment of personnel entered into,

started, amended, or continued by reason of the provisions of the proclamation relating

to this emergency shall continue in full force and effect to the extent allowed by law.

I V .

Done at the State Capitol, this
5**^ day of June 2026

G o v e r n o r o f H a w a i ' i

A P P R O V E D :

B .

A N N E E . L O P E Z

Attorney General
S t a t e o f H a w a i ' i
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